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B()N,\— \\est Germunv s
foreign * inlelligence . “ser-’
vice—set up almost 30- \enrs-"
agy with-the= qute! help anrd |
“money ofthe U.S Central -
Intetligence:. \ztenu~h |
strugghing to overcome some
of ‘the same kind: of public -
‘embarrdssments’ that. its

‘American Lountcrpalt has
sulfered. L e TS e
The West Ger mans dre not r
i the same league as the CIA,

Ul‘héxj,ﬂl_ova ks,

Other Daggers< VI =4

_however. ‘By- and.large,<the;
embarrassments that have -’
surfaced here occasmnally';,‘
over the years. have: been |
smaller-and less dramatic’ ¥
thah those that have recently- 3
dealt hammer blows.to the
image of the American’in-
telligence service,” .- 700 78

The West German publlc: *
and Parliament appear-to--
have a higher tolerance of
(DJEbtl()ndbl(, activities- by . {
their own mtelhgence agen- l

Bt s

cies. I isa reaction e\plamed
it parts no-doubt,: bv -the- .
ﬂenmdllv Lonservatlve HIE. of ©
the adult populaln)n he e
by this u)untry 5 i
g,uov,ldphzealv posi
nont lme Wi

’\e‘.er theleas the: Atlantt(,
Allianpce may. now he paying a.

price” for - the -~ pecoliar-
‘problems. that both of ‘these
‘huge mtelhgence services-are
becoming noted for. :Although -
conperation. is. officially good, -
there is evidence that the
extra
cooperation .. -between
American and West German.
intelligence may - now - be
missing.

Since _ the widespread'
disclosure of CTA misdeeds by
Congress and the press, ex-

dimension: - of |

-arrested, held for quite some |

perienced allied specialists
“say they are convinced -the!
West (rermans are holclmg’
back from Washington some
{of their most sensitive in-
formation for feur of publm
disclosure.

These
acknowledge

specrahsts ralso;
that  the

Ar{bﬁ&:gﬁ)o ques ion 1%%511@0#)
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Americans have never gotten
over their suspicions that the
West German federal in-
telligence serwce——-commonly, ]
known by its initials BND-is'~
too vulnerable to infiltration
hy. Communist agents, par-v:v
ticularly from East Germany. =
Thus the CIA-is-also un-—~
derstood to be holding back to-
some extent-on "the’ West
Germans. & ol .
The fear of bemg
copromised is also said-to |
extend.. to; the U.S; National,
Security" Agency, ‘which® is.*
understood to be reluctant to g
include the West Germansina

few “of~its. latest’ Super-secret ? 4
code-breaking: and .. com-"'
municdtions projects.

Aside-from the CIA, the
BND=-which officially. admxts ”
to-more than'5,000 persons on
its ' payroll, is: the largest'.,,
Western mtellxgence service.:
Yet; it is dwarfed in size and, .
accordmg to.sorne sources, in ;j:
aggressiveness, by the huge
Eas{ Germar.and, Sov1et '—spy
orgamzahons O S

With-*more than 2 ‘ mxlhon
East Germans having fled to
‘theZWest:since 1949 with™?
language - and  “ethnic -
assimilation:.no.-problem for
the would-be spy among them,
the Bonn government has had
its:hands full.over the:years’.
Ju:,t trymg to. protect 1tself

been widely but
aflly estxmated that
between 10,000 and, 15, 000
Communist- agents mostly
East Germans-and Poles buL
some Russians too, operatein
West Germany s relatxvely
open-and democratxc socxety
atanyonetime;:
Efforts to unco er the .
hordes . -of-: foreign ~spies::
operatmg in- West. Germany e
cause. - occasional . in- |
fr mgements of the eivil rxghts
of the innocent. How much is.
hard to measure. E i
There ~ are occaswnally
reports of persons being

time='in. - espionage " in-"
vestigations ~ and - then
released. -The West German |
press, with the exception of an
occasional.burst of attention, :
normally by the weekly
newsmagazine Der Spiegel,
does not focus much attention:
on West. German intelligence
for.some of the Same reasons .

tban the BND. German in-
‘terior

- remains_that the West Ger-

- gathering

As in ‘the United States, !
wiretaps here must be by ¢
court order. But, also as in the :
United States, there are
examples of wiretaps that the
government claimed it never
ordered. The most glaring
example took place last year
when .an  embarrassing
telephone conversation bet-
ween two top politicians
showed up verbatim in the
magazine Stern,

The transcript was on U.S...
Army statiopery. Both the
U.S. Army-.and the Bonn
government claimed that the -

use of the. stationery was a .|

fraud, aithough the con-
velsation was autheitic. The .
wnretappers have ever been.
identified., :
Catching sples m51de West "
Germany i§ the responsibility -
of the = West - German-
equivalent of the FBI, rather..

i secur- -
ity officials, in a report: last
year, said they uncovered’
twice as many spies in 1974 as
they did in 1973, desplte‘»
detente with the East. - -
Unofficially, it is claimed
that about 700 foreign agents a -
year are being caught or-
uncovered by the German |
Office for the Protection of the.
Constitution, But-the general
view of Western officials here |

RN

mans are still losing thé battle ©
against the East Europeans,;
who are reportedly throwing ™

in still. larger numbers ofd

agents e [ L

Many of the scandals that“,,
have surfaced here are linked: ||
to thisspecial problem. .. i

-The most jolting - e‘ramplea
were the disclosure in 1961 .
that the BND's chief of Soviet -7
counterintelligence, Heinz
Felfe, was a Russian spy, and .4
the 1974 resignation of federal
chancellor Willy Brandt after”
it was discovered that one-of
his  top:-aides—Gunther ’
Guillaume—was '~ an. East-
German agent. There have 4
been  numerous - lesser
cpisodles,

Most of the blame forlettmg
Guillaume get as far ashe did -
was not aimed at the BN-x
D-—which is responsible for
“foreign in-
telligence~but rather at West

German internal security..d
Information on Guillaume was "

available for many years but
was in the wrong files.and
never «properly pxeced
together.=

The aftermath of the
Guillaume affair produced
most of what is on the public
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_the 1950s-and 1960s in apparent

" proven, it was:

’ : 20 'vears old .But its history.;

- 11, when Gen. Richard Gehlen-
~ran Hitler's eastern . in-

" Germany Couapse'd,ﬂ.Gehlen;*;

< rather than by law>

“' by the. public‘ He retained a'
. certain mystique and prestige
- until 1969,. when disclosures
-began to appear’that his
« organization had been out- .
; distanced by the East Ger-:

:~head of the-BND by Gen.

4/097284 erAe mpis)ﬂ‘m%‘i‘a#

activities

ooospELE S|

told the

West German politicians and ;
public figures secretly put !
together by the BND during !

violation of its charter to
collect information outside
West Germany's borders only. i

~._Although it has.never been !

0.5t mated
‘that there: vere ‘many more |
dossiers . ancr»wthat
discovered.i=wwere-=""not
destroyed, desplte Ehmkea
‘order to do so.

Nextspring, Lhe BND will be

wallv goes back to World War :

telligence service: When Nazij

reputation, and his files on the &
" Russians survived and“were
_eagerly scooped up by the U.S,
Army.
In" the  €old * “War, at->
mosphere, Gehlen became the /+
head of all German forexgn
intelligence in 1946 with ‘the~
‘blessing of the U.S, Army and ",
~the_fledgling- Cm offxcxally
--established the followmg year.,...
. West German' iritelligence '
headquarters then, as now,.is
“in Pullach in the heart of 1
“highly conserv atxve Bavaria. ..
In. - .1955, Gehlen's-'
oxgamzahon was,reformed as -
" the BNDY by a Cabmet deu-ee o

some of his . staff,. hls”j

of the’ Adenausrt. \‘/ern.rn_ent'_;:

The general remamed atthe E
top until 1968, always unseen:

- mans. The Guillaume affair
- would Jater ‘produce tales of
- domestic surveillance. under-
%’ Gehlen and charges that the
general ‘padded his. payron
w1th numerous relatwes <.

Gehlen was: Succeeded as

“ Gerhard Wessel, who served

- under Gehlen in Hitler's:
eastern intelligence operatlon H
and went on to a career in the |

%‘;‘ West German army. y

: Because of the heavy i
__Amerxcan involvement in the :
"BND's--birth, it is not sur-
“prising that it has ‘rauch in
common with the CIA. ;

“deal | in ‘foreign intelligence .

T TR
FELSUNE LSRN |

thuae " :

STA
29.1
Horst hhmke the former ’gﬂ
chief of Brandt’s chancellory, < ) i
West German | o
Parliament last year that an | T
'mvestxvdtlon had turned up.at |
east 54 dossiers of well-known i R




only——but have vigue unes 1o
their 'charters’ Ztout protec-
ting such inteiligence in their
own country. Both not only
collect but assess what they
“ec'lect, unlike the British who
id to leave the analysis to
dnnther group. Until recently,
th did not have very clear or
~tYong lines of political control
by their governments: s
There are also.vast dif-
ferences primarily- growing. -
out- of  West Germany's |
p(mtxon facmg Comrmunist %

. :pxes and armies..Unlike the
:+31A’s global reach, the West
‘German service 1s heavily:,

“concentrated ‘ont Eastern |

,'4ur0pe W est (:ermanys .
Jincreasing economic’ interest

".in_the  Third World may -
‘-eventualiy foster- BND- ex«;;
. pansion there, but the focus is -
“now onEastern Burope.,
i West Germany’s: rulmg
_Soc1a1 Democratic Party has -

_considerable connections with
other socialist parties around -

the world and undoubtedly ~
- provides . another source of
: mtelhgence :
-+ During the earliest years of
" the- Cold War, the-West Gec-
~mans were at least thinking

about trying to topple the new ..
- Communist regimes. One::
:-unofficial account reports that.

, they evensuggested tothe CIA -

.in /1947 that the 1J.S. agency®
-liquidate the then past Ger-
* many-party boss, the late

- Walter Ulbri e :
-~ By most accounts, however,

the West Germars now do not
go in heavily for whatis called
political action and dirty
tricks. The probability for
s guccess.. i wdestabilizing
Communist - governments 30
years after the war’ is now:,
viewed- as virtually - nil}

although the- BND still has a;
sizable, . eagers covert

What the West”
-‘produce. in ‘the .way of in
- telligence ;is a- matter of::
:debate - - among .. allied
_specxahsts Some cla\m that”
West German mformatxon and
‘assessments.~ are . highly
. professional, on a par with
other Western agencies.
Others disagree and describe
the BND preduct.as'no better:
- than good. ,.newspaper
. analysis. S
The West Germans are.
" given high marks however for -
thelr economxca lS Th

are appa rently more sensxtlve
than others to the impact of |
" economics on politics. . ‘
Critics acknowledge that the |
BND is improving. But they
“claim. the agency- is still too
-vulnerable :
. fabrications, the“kind “of }
“seemingly’ plau iibler new: in-
“formation that is really ma c@
up out of existing referen
‘material, Paying for these

Apﬁ*’i’@?

AU ILGKALIVLID  IdD LauL
number of so-cailed sources in
the massive East-West spy |

<

Lhe BND .has an ex-
traordinarily difficult target
to penetrate. No intelligence
sérvice is really any better
than its ahility to infiltrate
agents or attract dissidents or
defectors. What some view as
a lackluster West German
mtelhgence product. may |
simply reflect the enormous

dlfflculty ‘of penetrating the.
“Communist security systems.
The  West Germans do have
‘language “and<|

~the --same
cultural advantade in East

‘mans in- West Germany. But |
‘East- Germany is & losed
qouety o

- .The BND s desxre to stay in }

Bavana where it stays out of
Bonn’s polmcal sights and
“lights,. may also make’ it

harder to infiltrate BND men |
into the East. In Bonn,-it is:
“argued, they would be easier .

‘to conceal in the vast federal
bureaucracy

’ many years wa

“band" of - patriotic - tribal-

warriors not to be tampered
»thh by the politicians.

::to ‘power, it occurred to the
Bonn government that a group-
- of . conservative: generals
" tucked away in Bavaria might
do something: to upset the.

politik, the policy of recon-
ciliation with the East, ..« "
In 1970, for. the first tlme,

Socxahst parhamentary
deputy—Dieter Blotz——was

deputy- director,~Since then,
‘the-BND has. come under
increasingly:- tight  federal "
control, currently through the-
chief of .Helmut Schmidt’s
chancellery; Manfred
‘Schlueter.
:There- is also’
parhamentary “oversight
“committee made up of leaders
“from -all parties. But that

to leaks that observers say
there is very little real passmg
ofinformationtoit. -
< 'The Guillaume affair - has
again provided the stimulus

DproVedFof

for, perhaps another overhaul -

of . West - German - in-
telligence—internal, external
_and - military: -

But there is still not hkely to
be a single intelligence czar in
“West Germany, a position
which would entail an enor-

~ mous concentration of power,

_ an idea that recalls too many

“mayly Germans.

¢ Like intelligence-. servxces

. But_in-1969, when Soém
Demor'rat Willy Brandt came ||

Brandt government’s Ost-+

appointed to the BND as a-

group is considered so/proune .

X
1
|

|
|

B

WASHLINGLON PUDL

i 26 December 19'75
GO now[e(?ggg tgqquoelzs CIA RDP88-01314R000300380029-1

Unned Press Internatlonat -
r reszgned after, it = was. revealed
that - his* “close- aide, Guenther Gulllaume,-nght was
‘an : East. ;German spy, one "of the -more- spectacular
. incidents ‘where East Germans - have: mfﬂtrated in Bmm,

Willy Brandt,: left,:

e Reinhard Gehlen, -in his Nazi uniform, left, h;eaded-
Hltler’.s‘ intelligence operations on the Soviet Union, After the -
~war, right," he became head of West German inteiligence.

Gen.
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